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Easter Time in Bible-born America 


Giving Wings to the Word 


A Chaplain of the U.S. Signal Corps tells how he celebrated Worldwide Bible 
Reading in Korea and reports on the heartening results that have followed 


(Tay ra ade ak er ew! 


BY 1 ES ER Ease Ra Eola 


Weds reading the Word, preaching the 

Word or distributing the Word, the chap- 
lains in Korea reach the men in uniform with the 
message of the Bible. 

As Thanksgiving day 1952 approached I was 
challenged with 
the task of reach- 
ing all of the 
units of my or- 
ganization in 
recognition of 
the day. The 
units were scat- 
tered) Over stite 
mountains of 
Korea, and it 
was not possible 
to reach all of 
them by jeep on 
one day. So the 
commanding 
general cooper- 
ated, making it 
possible for me 
to reach my men 
by air—slow air 
—helicopter. 

With my Bible in my hand and as many copies 
of the American Bible Society’s New Testaments 
as I could stuff in my pockets, I ducked under 
the rotating blades of the ’copter, climbed in be- 
side Major Thomas H. Evans of Akron, Ohio, 
the pilot. We said a brief prayer for protection; 
then, suddenly rising from the earth, we swished 
away like an Elijah and the heavenly chariot. 

In a few moments I was sitting poised above 
the trees on a mountaintop where over one hun- 
dred men had gathered to hear the Word. It 
would have taken several hours to reach these 
men by the winding, snake-like, twisting mountain 
trails. The pilot picked out his spot to land. Then 
gently, like a baby rocked in the arms of its 


Elis pockets loaded with Scriptures, 
for his first ’copter trip to the front 


| 
: 
mother, the ’copter swayed and rocked. As i 
descended, the whirling blades blew the dust of 
the landing place, and the ’copter softly settled 
on the peak. | 

The Word of God was ready, a prayer wal 
said—and off we 
flew to other mer 
in other places. | 

Over one thou! 
sand men heard 
the Word of the 
Lord in thi: 
manner on thaj 
one day. It was 
indeed a Day o: 
Thanksgiving: 
and it was also 4 
most auspicious 
beginning of my 
month-long proj- 
ect to encourage 
all of my men te 
read ‘‘a chapter 
a day” in the 
Bible. 

We had oven 
three hundred 
men sign up to read ‘“‘a chapter a day” on the 
Thanksgiving-to-Christmas Bible Reading proj- 
ect. How often we gave thanks for the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, who had promoted this won- 
derful project the world around! Our attendance 
also increased at chapel services. January has 
been designated as ‘‘Go-to-Church Month.” 
Last Sunday—January 3—my companies re- 
sponded in a wonderful way. One company in- 
creased about 150 percent. Most of the other five 
companies increased by at least 100 percent. We 
seem to be really reaching the men. I do believe 
that our emphasis on reading the Bible each 
day was good groundwork for this attend- 
ance drive. 


Chaplain Burnette takes off 
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Concerning the Revised Standard Version 


‘There are being circulated many misleading statements about the Society’s 
relation to the Revised Standard Version. Friends of the Society will assist 
in 1ts great work if they will note these facts and inform their friends: 


1. The Society is publishing the King James Version in Bibles, Testaments 
and Gospels in as large volume as ever. There has never been even a 
suggestion in the Society that it cease publishing this great version. In the 
last five years two million Bibles, nearly three million Testaments and 
over twenty-five million Gospels were issued in the King James Version. 


oie The Society does not publish the Revised Standard Bible. It has not 
considered doing so. It has not sponsored it or recommended it. 


3. In 1951, in response to many requests and to the overwhelming approval 
of the Advisory Council representing officially the supporting denomina- 
tions, the Society amended its constitution to permit it to circulate the 
Revised Standard Version New ‘Testament. The Society’s policy was 
endorsed fully by the Advisory Council in 1952. 


4. The Society has published so far only the Four Gospels and the Book of 
s Acts in the Revised Standard Version. These are individual books bound 
in paper covers. 


5. Those who order Scriptures may freely choose which version they prefer, 
but the Society cannot circulate Revised Standard Version Bibles. 


6. Those who give to the Society may designate the version they prefer and 
their wishes will be fully carried out. For example, gifts may be desig- 
nated for the King James Version New ‘Testament for the Armed Forces, 
Scriptures in the Korean language for Korean school children, King 
James Braille Scriptures and Talking Book records for the blind—or for 
any one of scores of special needs in many foreign tongues. 


7. The Revised Standard Version New Testament fully affirms great Chris- 
tian doctrines, such as the preexistence of Christ, the Virgin Birth, the 
Deity of Christ, and atonement through His blood. ‘The Society would 
never have been authorized to circulate it if the experience of the five 
years after its first publication had not shown widespread approval of it 
by conservative opinion. The Society believes that the revision of its 
English style from the seventeenth-century style of the King James Ver- 
sion may help many, for whom the earlier style is difficult, to discover 
anew or afresh the redemptive power of Christ as set forth in the New 


‘Testament. 


The Society has in no degree changed its loyalty to the Word of God, its 
respect for the judgment of its great supporting constituency in the Churches, 
its eagerness that the Holy Scriptures may be given their full opportunity to 
make men “wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
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Tools for the Missionary 


The Society's Representative in Tokyo reports how a New Generation of Missionaries 
in Japan has rediscovered the place of the Scriptures in Evangelism 


BY JAMES C. F. ROBERTSON 


OTHING has so impressed me this last year as the 
number of missionaries who, emulating an earli- 
er generation, find that the Scriptures make first- 
class evangelistic material. With the administra- 
tive posts in the Church of Japan taken up by nation- 
als, a new-found freedom has been savored by many 
men. No longer tied to their desks, refusing to be 
caught in the toils of incessant teaching of English, 
many have taken to the roads, the mountain paths; 
and some even have found release selling books on 
the busy streets of Tokyo. 

Going into a shop to buy some photographic ma- 
terial, I find a shop assistant studying a Gospel. 
‘“‘Where did you get this,” I inquire.—‘‘A foreigner 
gave it to me.”’—‘‘What kind of foreigner? A mis- 
sionary?’’—‘“‘I don’t know.’’—‘“‘Did he speak Japa- 
nese?” —‘‘No, he spoke to me in English; I don’t 
think he is an American.” 

Thus I came on the tracks of my friend Paul 
Moeller. 

One of our colporteurs came into the office. “What 
have you been doing lately?” I inquired.—‘“‘I have 
had the most wonderful experience. A German mis- 
sionary has been showing me how to sell Scriptures 
on the streets at night. We had always thought that 
when the lamps are lit, then is the time to go home; 
but this missionary has shown me how to seek men 
and women at night, even near midnight.” 

Rev. Paul Gerhardt Moeller arrived from Ger- 
many early in the spring of 1952. He had a mission 
—to prepare the way for a group of missionaries who 
would come from Germany to start a new work in 
Japan. He traveled widely. Wherever he went he had 
his pocketful of Gospels. “If I can’t speak Japanese, 
these books can,” he said. ‘A smile, a greeting, a 
friendly handclasp is often enough to bring attention 
for “The Book.’ ” 

Some funds having come from Australia, I was 
able to make Mr. Moeller a grant of Gospels to assist 
in his work. 

On another occasion I had a call from Mr. Rice of 
the Oriental Missionary Society. He told me of weeks 
spent doing nothing but Scripture-selling and of 
the policy of his Mission to sell and not hand out 
free. Thousands of copies of the Scriptures went out 
in this way. 

Going along one of the busiest streets of Tokyo one 
day, I was thrilled to see the number of people ap- 
proaching me from the opposite direction who had 
copies of the Bible Society’s little books in their 
hands. Some were glancing through the books, some 
were reading them as they passed along. I hailed a 


Bie 


man: ‘‘Where did you get the little book?” —“A for 
eigner sold it to me; it’s very cheap and interesting’ 
I did not manage to get in touch with that mission 
ary. He must have been a long way ahead. I had a 
appointment which kept me from seeking him out. 


eo 


In the poorest part of Tokyo a missionary colporteur explains the 
Good News to a woman of the slums 


One of the chaplains of the Commonwealth Forces} 
came to me asking if I could get him some Gospels. 
I could. Then he shyly suggested I could perhaps | 
get him some Bibles; he needed English Bibles for 
some Bible classes he had with his men. He got his: 
Bibles, as many as he could handle. As I saw him off 
in his taxi, he explained for the fourth or fifth time: 
‘“This is treasure trove; this is treasure trove.” And 
now comes word of houseboys, and people around 
the rest camp at Kure, studying the Scriptures and 
attending Bible classes. 

These are some of the high lights of the year. The 
Japan Bible Society, in common with much of Ja- 
pan’s economy, has suffered much during the year 
from reorganization. Just because things were done 
that way after the war, they must be done this way 
now; but the eternal Book is an eternal message, and 
there are people in Japan seeking and finding. 

I asked my friend Paul Gerhardt Moeller to relate 
an experience that came his way this year. It is a 
wonderful thing to feel that perhaps one might one- 
self have handled this book of St. Luke: certainly an 
incident like this makes one resolve that, come what 
may, we must continue to get the Scriptures out. 

Mr. Moeller wrote me: 

It is cold winter. We make our way through fresh snow 
into a little village in the Japanese Alps. Eight women and 
one man sit around the charcoal fire in one of the poorer 
farm houses. We sing a hymn and pray. I speak to these 
simple people about Jesus’ call to Levi. One face especially 
draws my attention; freedom and peace are written on 
those features. 


Afterwards the story of this woman is related to me. Her 
husband died a few months ago. Left with her three chil- 
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dren, she seeks comfort at the Shinto shrine. She goes to 
the Buddhist priest to find peace for her wounded heart; 
she makes a pilgrimage to one of the sacred Temple Cities. 
It is all in vain. Her grief isnot stilled; nowhere can she 
find real comfort. 

On one of these days of pain there comes a schoolgirl 
who brings her a dirty little booklet. “Take and read titra 
says the child. ‘I found it on the street—somebody may 
have lost it. I read it; there is a wonderful story in it of a 
man who helps those ‘who are helpless. I thought of you; 
it might do you good.” 

The woman takes the booklet. It is St. Luke’s Gospel. 


She reads it from the beginning to the end without stop- 
ping. And she knows that the rest of her life can go only 
in the direction which this booklet has shown her. She be- 
gins to look for Christians. But the whole district is un- 
touched by the Church; she finds nobody who can help her. 

One day she goes to the market town to sell some eggs. 
There she hears a foreigner talk about Iesu Kirisuto. He 
is a German missionary. She asks him to come to her re- 
mote mountain village and visit her house. A few weeks 
later she is baptized. A few months later that village has a 
small congregation of those who have found faith in Jesus 
Christ through ‘“The Book.” 


Good News from Brazil 


Excerpts from the report of the Brazil Bible Society on its work in 1952 
BY DEWIS Mo BRAT CHER 


wu there might be reason for pessimism con- 
-*" cerning the tomorrow of Brazil in the present 
political and economic aspects of her life, there can 
only be optimism concerning the future of the evan- 
gelical movement there. As in recent years, 1952 was 
a year of continued growth and development in the 
winning of Brazil to Christ. Over and over again the 
old complaint was heard—the lack of adequate room 
‘to accommodate the many who wanted to hear the 
Gospel. Surely, the growth of the evangelical move- 
ment was limited only by the lack of men and funds. 
Already there were more Protestants in Brazil than in 
France, Belgium, Italy, Spain and Portugal com- 
bined; and many of the denominations were finding 
that their proportionate growth in Brazil far sur- 
passed their growth in any other nation of the world. 
In the heart of the average Christian in Brazil there 
‘was a growing sense of personal responsibility for the 
‘winning of Brazil. Small Churches established mission 
‘points, young people and adults went forth to preach 
the Gospel, and the individual witness of men and 
women everywhere resulted in the on-going of the 
work. Perhaps more so in Brazil than in any other 
country, the laymen were conscious of their responsi- 
bility to God and man for the promulgation of God’s 
truth. 

While most of the growth of the evangelical move- 
‘ment could be attributed to the day-by-day witness 
of its members, special efforts also drew the atten- 
tion of the people. In a nationwide evangelistic cru- 
sade that crossed denominational lines and drew the 
interest of the multitudes, a special evangelistic team 
went from center to center, calling for repentance 
and dedication to Christ. Time and time again the 
largest auditoriums in the cities visited could not seat 
the thousands who came to hear the Gospel, and 
hundreds upon hundreds came forward accepting 
Christ as their Saviour. Some there were who com- 
pared this movement with the great nationwide re- 
vivals that laid the foundation for the Protestant 
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growth in the United States, and there was a strong 
feeling that 1952 had been a crucial hour of victory 
in the winning of Brazil to Christ. 

In keeping with the growth of the evangelical 
movement, the Brazil Bible Society continued in its 
progress in giving the Bible to the homeland. In many 
ways it was a triumphant year, for it marked the larg- 
est distribution of Scriptures in the century-old his- 
tory of Bible distribution in Brazil. While harassed 
by the impossibility of importing Scriptures during 
1952—a problem created by the economic condition 
of the land—it was hoped that the problem would be 
solved and that the Society could continue to receive 
the cooperation of the American Bible Society and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in the form of 
books. Even so, as the year drew to a close plans were 
being formulated to assure the future of the work, 
and it was with pride that the Society announced 
that during 1952 there were distributed in the coun- 
try 118,241 Bibles, 77,937 ‘Testaments, 1,431,880 Por- 
tions—a total of 1,628,058. 


At the beginning of the year colporteur Trindade made 
a trip by canoe in a vast region of the lower Amazon. As 
he stopped at out-of-the-way settlements, at homes situ- 
ated by the river banks, he found men hungry for the 
Bread of Life. Many aged persons who had never seen a 
copy of the Holy Scriptures or heard it read wept with 
joy on hearing for the first time the reading of the Scrip- 
tures. At one straw shack, after hearing the reading of 
the Word, a man purchased a Bible. The next day he 
followed the colporteur a distance of six hours’ paddling 
in order that he might hear the Word read and explained 
again. As the people heard, they longed to purchase the 
Book; but time and time again there was no money. This, 
however, was no barrier; and when the colporteur re- 
turned to his home, after having sold over 3,000 copies 
of the Scriptures, he brought with him, among other 
things, 480 lbs. of fine rubber, 240 Ibs. of coarse rubber, 
550 Ibs. of salt fish, 20 wild pigskins, 25 of various kinds 
of tortoise, 100 hens, 10 ducks, 400 eggs, 25 baskets of meal 
and 30 baskets of mandioca flour. 
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Let’s Read All the Bible 


A delightfully frank and forthright testimony to the blessing that has come to one American 
family who have faithfully maintained the family altar in their home 


BY JESSLE ALLNA TJ HA DiGEy 


HAT’s the matter with reading the Bible for fam- 

ily devotions? I mean just plain chapter-by- 
chapter reading followed by prayer. ‘“‘Nothing is the 
matter with that,” you say; then why not put more 
emphasis on such a system? 

I do not mean to belittle all the family devotion 
books in the world today, nor the selected Bible read- 
ings suggested in many Sunday-school quarterlies. 
God has certainly blessed their use. However, I 
would like to speak a word in favor of consecutively 
reading the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, over 
and over again. 

Our experience began over sixteen years ago. Our 
pastor spoke one Sunday on the blessings of having 
a family altar in the home. “‘Set aside some time in 
every day,” he counseled, ‘“‘when the whole family 
can get together. Read a chapter from the Bible and 
have prayer.” I remember he suggested that we begin 
with the Gospel of John. The idea sounded fine to 
my fiancé and me, and we determined that there 
should be a family altar in our home. We talked 
about it together and then the thought came—‘*Why 
wait until we are married?’ We were together every 
day, since he worked on my father’s farm. So we 
began, and the blessings began too. We read the 
Book of John and the Acts, and for a time we took 
turns choosing Books of the Bible. One day we chose 
Genesis, and then we went right on through proper 
names and wars and troubles and psalms and proph- 
ets, on into the New Testament; and when we read 
the last page of Revelation we experienced a great 
thrill. We had read the Bible from cover to cover and 
we wanted to do it again. 

When we established our own home we set apart a 
time just before breakfast. When the milking is done 
and the children are up, we gather in the living room. 
Sister gives each one his Bible. Little brother sits by 
Mommie. Baby plays in his pen. The Bibles are 
opened, and Mommie reads the first verse. Little 
brother repeats it solemnly and settles back. He has 
“read a verse.’ Daddy reads the second verse. Sister 
repeats it and then thumbs through her Bible as the 
reading continues, pointing a pudgy finger at words 
which she can read. Now it is Mommie’s turn again, 
and then Daddy’s; and so it goes to the end of the 
chapter. If company or hired help are present they 
are asked to read in turn with us. The reading fin- 
ished, we all kneel, Mommie prays and then Daddy 
does. Sister is beginning to form prayers of her own, 
and we look forward to hearing her pray with us 
soon. Now the Bibles are put away on the table. 
Baby demands immediate release from the play pen, 
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general pandemonium breaks loose, everyone dashe 
out to breakfast; but the day is off to a good start. 
anyway. On Sundays we read the Uniform Sunday 
School lesson in the same way and, just for variety. 
we follow the special chapter readings suggested b 
the American Bible Society between Thanksgivin 
and Christmas. 

The first point in favor of our system, at least t 
me, is that we read all the Bible: genealogies, proph 
ecies, and as Peter says, “‘some things hard to b 
understood.” Certainly God put it all there for a pur 
pose, and I believe many people are missing a re 
blessing by skipping parts of the Bible in their | 
ing. 

Secondly, this gives a long-range, over-all a | 
of the Bible. Oh, not in the first reading—I didn’t 
mean that, and not the second time through either—} 
but it’s like putting together an old puzzle. Every 
time you do it the pieces become more familiar and) 
you come to remember where each one belongs. | 

Thirdly (this sounds like a sermon), it offers an} 
easy way for timid souls like us to ask ““company”’ to 
take part in, or at least listen to, our family worship. | 
The children distribute the Bibles as Mommie or 
Daddy asks, “‘Will you join us in our Bible read- 
ing?” ‘The bookmarks tell us the chapter, and we are: 
less self-conscious than we would be if each day did 
not follow the same pattern. I read once that family 
worship programs should vary from day to day, or 
the children would lose interest. I don’t believe it. 
Children like routine. How many times have you 
said ‘This little pig went to market” or read about 
Peter Rabbit in Mr. MacGregor’s garden? And are 
your children tired of it? Not a bit. When our chil- 
dren oversleep and miss devotions, the first question 
invariably is ‘“‘Have you read??? And while Mommie 
makes their breakfast we say a memory verse or two 
and that “‘fixes it.”’ 

And for the fourth reason, this system bears a silent 
testimony that we really have family worship every 
day and not just on special occasions. For example, a 
milk tester comes to our home once each month and 
stays over night. He can figure out, if he wants to, 
just what chapter we shall be reading the next time 
he comes. One tester who used to bring his Bible 
with him did just that thing, but not many are in- 
terested. 

For the fifth point, I believe it is a definite help in 
teaching children to worship in church. This would 
be true of any consistent program of family worship. 
If children are taught from infancy to be quiet at 
home “‘while we read the Bible” or ‘while Daddy 
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prays” it means more at church when you remind 
your child that ‘‘Reverend Mr. Smith is praying.” 

I would like to bear testimony to what our Bible 
reading means to me personally. When the children 
were born, I always took my Bible to the hospital 
with me. I enjoyed reading the same chapter that 
was being read at home, especially on days when I 
had no company. 

The next morning after our first little daughter 
had gone to be with the Saviour, we read the fifth 
chapter of First Thessalonians. There were those 
verses, “‘Rejoice evermore” and “In everything give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con- 
cerning you.” We knelt for prayer and I was sur- 
prised to hear myself pray, ‘‘Father, we thank Thee 


that Roselin is with Thee.’’ I have never found in 
the Bible a chapter that could have done as much 
for me on such an occasion as that one. Romans 8:28 
was true again, that “‘all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to His purpose.” 

When our last baby was born, the two older chil- 
dren stayed with friends of ours for two weeks. One 
morning Sister asked them if they had a Bible. They 
assured her they did have one and showed it to her 
on the table. Remembering family worship at home, 
and with none of that elusive quality which adults 
call “tact,” she asked, “‘Why don’t you read it?” 

May I ask you these two questions just as frankly 
now: Do you have a Bible? Why don’t you read it? 


Dona Pola Makes Her Will 


A missionary from Northern Honduras tells the story behind a gift that recently came to 
the Societys Central America Agency office 


BY ELISE VARGAS 


my O84 Poa lay on her rope bed in the little hut 

that the congregation of Pimienta, Honduras, 
had built for her, dying of tuberculosis. She had been 
lying there day after day, alone, ever since her only 
son, for whom she had slaved all her life, had aban- 
doned her. Members of the congregation and other 
friends visited her and cared for her, but most of the 
long day and all of the longer night she spent alone. 

Yet she greeted her pastor with a bright smile that Sat- 
urday afternoon early in November 1951, for Dofa Pola 
had an inner happiness and peace that was Christ Him- 
self. In fact, she was so happy that afternoon that the 
pastor could joke with her. ‘‘You say you are dying, Dona 
Pola,” he teased; “Shave you made your last will and testa- 
ment?” She looked around the bare, dirt-floored, palm- 
thatched hut. There was surely nothing there to will! 
At this crucial moment a hen with twelve baby chicks 
clucked proudly in through the open doorway. Outside, 
other hens, as if sensing their importance, cackled loud 
and long. “Well, I declare,” laughed Dofia Pola, ‘I do 
have something to leave—my hens. Sell them when I die, 
and let the money be an offering to my Lord.” 

And then she became very serious. Slowly, painfully, 
she turned on her bed, her frail body almost unequal to 
the effort, and from under the straw mat that covered the 
ropes of the bed brought forth a Bible. “This,” she said, 
with tears in her eyes, “is for my son. He has forgotten 
God and me, but some day my prayers will be answered, 
and he will again want it.” 

Early in December 1951, on Bible Sunday, Dona Pola 
went to be with her Lord. Immediately the thought came 
to us, Dofia Pola’s last will and testament of hens would 
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go to the American Bible Society as her offering. Five dol- 
lars was realized from the sale, five dollars to be invested 


in Bibles, Bibles that are now in action. 

Only one Bible lies inactive, the Bible left to the way- 
ward son. Letters, personal pleas, even his mother’s death, 
have so far failed to bring him back. Dofia Pola’s faith, 
however, encourages us to keep it in trust. 


Rs eee PETER TREE ISS 5 


The accompanying picture was taken by Evangelist 
Stanley P. MacPherson of the Bethany Pentecostal S| 
Church of Paterson, New Jersey. He took it in Cayes, 
Haiti last year. In the picture Mr. MacPherson’s in- 
terpreter is passing out Gospels, following the sermon. 
In his letter accompanying the picture Mr. Mac- 
Pherson says, ‘“‘Note the hands, hands, hands, reach- 
ing out for the precious Word!” 

The American Bible Society has been working in 
Haiti since 1825. Last year it distributed there 11,932 


volumes of Scripture, 


THE 15rnp ANNUAL 
You Can 


The il Nes CAN proclaim liberty” is the theme for thi 
| fifteenth annual Bible Society Seal Campaign. Eac; 
Gr eatest nt person who receives the letter will be reminded q 
{|| the important place of the Bible in the lives of thos 
who seek political freedom and of the power of thi 
Word to lead men to true liberty, which is found ii 
captivity to Jesus Christ. | 
Mr. Lowell Thomas, the respected and belovet 
news commentator, graciously agreed to sign thi 
Seal Campaign letter again this year. The Societh 
is deeply grateful to Mr. Thomas, for with his imi 
portant help in 1951 and again in 1952, more thas 
70,000 new contributors were secured each yout 
This year’s letter reads: 


On a Korean island 300 people anxiously waiting for thet 
chance to flee southward away from Communist dominatiot 
started Bible-study classes. Their only Bible was barely legibld 
because it had arrived tied to the belt of a man who swam t} 
the island. It is important news that the American Bible Sa 
ciety soon gave those people 300 New Testaments in Korear 

The words inscribed on our Liberty Bell, ‘“‘Proclaim libert} 
throughout the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof,” art 
from the Bible—Leviticus 25:10. Today the Bible is proclaim 
PR Mele T tongs ing liberty in many lands; for whether a man reads in English 
THe TRUTH SHALL MAKE You FREg, or the same words if 
Bolivian Quechua, VERDADTA] LiBRASUNKACHE], his Bibl} 
speaks to him of hope, love, faith and redemption. Every hout 
of every day 1,800 copies of the Scriptures are being delivere¢ 
where they are desperately needed. These are in Englisht 
Korean, Spanish, German, Russian, Greek, Japanese, Chinese 
and 150 other languages and dialects. By time-tested method 
our Society gets these Scriptures to people who want to read 
in the language they can read. 

The Bible Society is doing a valiant job, but it needs moré 
money at once. 

We need YOU in this great mission. Your 1953 eift will mak 
you a continuing partner in proclaiming liberty. | 

I hope you will join me in sending your gift today. | 


Enlargement of one of the Seals 


Sincerely yours, 


LOWELL THOMAS : 


The letter is signed in the familiar green ink whicl 
Mr. ‘Thomas uses. : 

The design on the panel of the letter has a trum: 
pet, with a banner of the type used by ancient her. 
alds to call for attention before reading a proclama: 
tion. Beneath the festooned trumpet is a picture of ¢ 
Bible, for the Word of God is the greatest proclama: 
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tion of liberty the world has ever known. 

The Seals continue the conception of heraldry. 
They were designed by the distinguished artist, Mr. 
Walter Lloyd. One Seal shows a Bible displayed in 
honor on a shield. At the top are the words “The 
Greatest Book,” and on the scroll beneath the shield 
the words “‘Read the Bible.” 

The second Seal was prompted by the picture of 
the boy Lungsa which appeared in the April Bible 
Society Record. It seeks to give the impression of an 
underprivileged person of any land who has just 
‘learned to.read the Scriptures. At the top are the 
‘words “‘Proclaim Liberty,”’ and underneath, the ad- 
monition ‘‘Give the Bible.” 

The Seals are sent without obligation. The mail of 
the Society indicates that more people each year are 
using these Seals to encourage a wider reading of 
the Bible. Because the Seals are printed in quantity, 
they are quite inexpensive. Those who cannot use 
them are asked not to return them. The cost of the 
Seals is considerably less than the postage charge 
for mailing them back to the Society. 

Through the fifteen years of its existence, the Bible 
Society’s Seal program has been the spearhead of the 
‘great advance in securing additional members of our 
Bible Society family. Tests have been made which 
‘show clearly that the use of the Seals is of considera- 
ble benefit in the promotion of the use of the Scrip- 
tures and in securing gifts. 

In the mailing of nearly a million and a half 
pieces, there will always be some duplications. Our 
workers spend a great deal of time trying to keep one 
person from receiving several pieces of mail. ‘There 
are, however, some friends who will address en- 
velopes for us but who cannot permit the Society to 
have their mailing list for purposes of comparison. 
This means that some of our own Bible Society 
family may receive one or two additional pieces of 
mail. It is hoped each person will understand that 
this is a part of the program of advance and will be 
kind enough either to hand the extra letter to some 
friend or destroy it. 

_ ‘This year our own members will receive a punch 
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card which they are asked to return with 
the gift. This card is used primarily to 
eliminate duplications in the mailing 
of the Bible Socrety Record. For example, 
we may have a name as “Mrs. John 
Jones,” but she may send in her next gift 
as ‘‘Mrs. Mary Jones.” It takes time to get 
these two names together, and there is 
always the possibility of a duplication in 
the mailing of the Brble Society Record. If 
the punch card is returned, the Society 
then has a clear record of the way the 
name appears on the Brble Society Record 
mailing list. It also helps in acknowledging 
the gift. Because of the use of punch cards, 
every gift is now acknowledged within a 
few days after it reaches the Bible Society. 

The annual Seal campaign requires a 
ereat deal of time and effort on the part of 
the members of the Bible Society staff. It 
is hoped that all of our members will pray 
that the fifteenth annual Seal campaign 
may be used of God to increase the reading 


and distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 


A New Bible for Indonesia 


presents more problems than the Bible for Millions of the People of the M alay Archipelago. 
Toward this epochal task the American Bible Society 1s making a contribution of $3,000 


| 
Among the Many Lands and Languages where New Translations of the Bible are in the making, possibly ; 


BY LATON E. HOLMGREN 


oR several centuries already the Malay—the lan- 
EF guage spoken in Malaya and parts of Sumatra 
and the islands in between—has had a special posi- 
tion among the languages of Indonesia. From the six- 
teenth century onward it has been the lingua franca of 
that archipelago. The twen- 
tieth century has been a 
period of radical change and 
rapid development for this 
Malay language, so that it 
could become the vehicle for 
modern scientific, cultural 
and political evolution and 
revolution. The difference of 
this modern Malay from the 
older variety is rather great. 
Therefore it is no longer 
called Malay, but Bahasa 
Indonesia, which means lit- 
erally the Indonesian lan- 
guage. This Bahasa Indo- 
nesia is the union language of the Indonesian Repub- 
lic. Its past was the Malay mentioned above; its 
present is filled to the brim with changes, wonderful 
possibilities, solved and unsolved questions and dar- 
ing experiments. Its future development and strength 
will be of utmost importance for the Indonesian state. 

Of course it is necessary for the Indonesian 
Churches to be able to read and propagate the Bible 
in this modern union language. ‘The Bible was trans- 
lated into the older Malay by M. Leidekker in 1733, 
by H.-C. Klinkert in 1879, by W. C. Shellabear in 
1912, and in the more modern Malay of about 1935 
by W. Bode, but even this translation of eighteen 
years ago cannot meet the modern requirements. In 
some cases these older translations present a text 
which can still be used in modern Indonesia, in other 
cases they do not. So the work on the new Indonesian 
Bible is something between a revision and a new 
translation. Ever since World War II the Bible So- 
cieties have tried to tackle this task. Owing to the dif- 
ficulties in the first years after the war it has not been 
easy to get the translation-revision work started. The 
shortage of qualified Indonesian workers, due among 
other reasons to the closing of schools during the war, 
has been one of the most serious handicaps. 

Finally, in 1951 the plans began to take shape and 
in 1952 the work was actually started. It is done as a 
cooperative endeavor of the Indonesian and_ the 
Netherlands Bible Socicties. Financial contributions 
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Immanuel Church at Djakarta, with two rooms over- 
looked by the housing authorities 


to it are made by the British and the American Bibl 
Societies, so it is really an international affair. : 

To the committee of translators the Netherland: 
Bible Society is contributing two men. One of them 
Dr. J. I. Swellengrebel, has had previous experienc« 
in translation work in Balin: 
ese, the language spoken ir 
Bali and the west of lombok. 
two islands to the east oi 
Java. This language is differ- 
ent from Malay and Indone- 
sian, but as it is a member 
also of the big family of In- 
donesian languages, it is re- 
lated to them about, for in- 
stance, as German is related 
to English. In November 
1950 Dr. Swellengrebel had 
to leave Bali for missionary 
and political reasons. Early 
in 1951 he was appointed to 
the work of revision and translation. During his leave 
in Holland and since the conference of Bible transla- 
tors in May 1952 in Djakarta he has been specializing 
in the Bahasa Indonesia. 

Usually only one Western translator is appointed 
for translation work in Indonesia. But from the be- 
ginning of this project it has been clear that this new 
translation must be produced as quickly as possible. 
It was hoped by the Societies and urgently requested 
by the Indonesian Churches that the Old Testament 
should be put out in three, and the whole Bible in 
five years. Whether it will be possible to meet this 
schedule depends on several circumstances, one of the 
most important being how many men can give full 
time to the task. Therefore the Netherlands Society 
decided to send one more man. He was Mr. C. D 
Grijns, who was studying Indonesian linguistics ir 
Utrecht. He was sent to Indonesia immediately after 
taking his M.A. degree. He served as secretary to the 
translators’ conference at Djakarta, a fine introdue 
tion to his new work. 

However, with these two workers only one part 0 
the personnel problem was solved. Without the co: 
operation of qualified Indonesians with an accurate 
knowledge of their language and a thorough acquaint 
ance with the message of the Bible, the work coulec 
not possibly be done. So the first task of the twe 
Dutch translators was to find their linguistic mas. 
ters. ‘his might have seemed an easy task in the capi: 
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tal of Indonesia, but it was not. The use of the Indo- 
nesian language has so vastly increased in recent 
years that everyone well versed in it can have, and 
usually does have, two or thfee jobs at the same time. 
[t was September before one of the translators discov- 
ered a Mr. Naipospos, an Indonesian Christian from 
the Batta country in Sumatra. He is fully qualified 
or the new undertaking. He has had extensive train- 
ng in the new Indonesian language, has worked on 
he translation of some Dutch schoolbooks and is an 
vuthor himself. 
_ The first translation work done with Mr. Naipos- 
90s proved that he was the right man in the right 
slace. For the first months, when the work necessar- 
ly will be moving at a slow pace, his help will suffice. 
uater on, a second and possibly a third committee 
nember will have to be found. 
_ Where to establish the workshop for the committee 
resented other problems. Present-day Djakarta has 
ibout three times as many inhabitants as prewar 
3atavia. Lodging accommodation is lagging far be- 
tind. Every house is filled beyond its capacity. To 
ind a good room to be used as an office for the trans- 
ation committee proved practically impossible. This 
yuzzle was solved, however, through the kindness of 
he consistory of the Immanuel Church, the largest 
-rotestant church in Djakarta. Over the vestry of 
his church are two rooms, not yet discovered, it 
eems, by the housing authorities. One of them was 
‘ven to the committee. 
In the translation work the older translations in 
Malay will have to be taken into account. ‘The com- 
nittee will have the further benefits of partial transla- 
ion work fone on some books of the Old Testament, 
nd of notes sent in by some pastors and missionaries. 
A card index on which to record all such data, 


verse by verse, as well as the tentative and the final 
decisions of the translation committee, has been set 
up. This will be valuable for the people who in due 
time will have to revise again this new translation. 

In order to keep in close touch with the members of 
the Indonesian Churches a number of pages of Bode’s 
translation in modern Malay were sent to the 
Churches and circulated among persons regarded as 
experts. In this the example was followed of the com- 
mittee for the revision of the Spanish De Valera Ver- 
sion, which was discussed by Dr. Eugene A. Nida of 
the American Bible Society in ‘The Bible Transla- 
tor” and further explained at the translators’ confer- 
ence in Djakarta. These samples were sent to about 
one hundred persons. The results of this survey have 
not yet been thoroughly tabulated, but a first super- 
ficial perusal of about thirty answers shows that this 
method is a sound one. 

It is hoped that in 1953 a booklet with a selection 
of the most important parts of Old and New ‘Testa- 
ments will be finished. ‘This will then be published in 
a tentative edition in order first, that the Churches 
can give their opinion about the translation and 
second, that at any rate some parts of the Bible may 
be ready for immediate use as quickly as possible. For 
the remainder of the work the translators will be able 
to take into account the suggestions made on the 
basis of this tentative edition. 

Of course there is much more to be said about this 
work; for instance, about the way the translation has 
to be checked, the difficulties about local varieties of 
the Indonesian language, etc.; but the above will 
perhaps do to give the sponsors of the American 
Bible Society some idea of the work done for the 
translation of the Bible in the union language of the 
Indonesian Republic. 


Old Ba Mouri Said, ‘“‘Read It to Me”’ 


A moving account of how the Society’s Scriptures transformed the life of an African 
tribesman steeped in the age-old customs of spirit worship 


BY JOHN F. HALL 


Lp Ba Mourt, with his scraggly grey beard, was 
-) the head of his clan and officiated in the cere- 
nonies involving blood sacrifice for appeasing their 
neestral spirits and evil spirits. His sons had ac- 
epted Christ as Saviour, but old Ba Mouri counted 
he cost and found it too great—for a time. ‘The day 
ame when he appeared at the preacher’s adobé yard 
n Baraga and announced that he would take Christ 
s his Saviour. What a day of rejoicing among the 
‘hristians! The tangible evidence of his heart’s de- 
ision was the breaking of the clan calabash used for 
‘drink-offerings,”’ with its many little juju attach- 
nents embodying ‘‘power,” and the burning of all 
ombustible materials used in divination, witchcraft 
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and juju. Old Ba Mouri radiated the joy of a new- 
born Christian and was the first one on hand every 
morning for prayer. Because he was too old to learn 
to read, he insisted that either the preacher or some 
Christian read to him daily from our Mossi New 
Testament (published by the American Bible Society 
for the Assemblies of God). His break with traditions 
and clan ceremonies astonished and angered his kin- 
folk but was cause for great rejoicing by his Christian 
sons, the Baraga church and the missionaries. 

One of his backslidden sons made a trip to the Gold 
Coast—the Utopia for Mossi—and returned with a 
load of kola nuts. Though counseled by the faithful 
pastor against selling this stimulant, the temptation 


59 


to quick profit was a snare to which Ba Mouri suc- 
cumbed. He cooled off quickly and ceased attending 
services. Weeks passed by, and little by little he re- 
sumed the usual heathen practices, plus more evil 
than he had practiced in his former unsaved state. 
‘Seven spirits more vile than the first’? took full pos- 
session of the cleansed abode, and “‘the last state was 
worse than the first.” 

In the midst of his evil-doing Ba Mouri had an an- 
gelic, nocturnal visitor who warned him that severe 
judgment awaited him if he died in his sins after hav- 
ing known the way of salvation. In great fear he came 
to the long-suffering preacher for advice, which end- 
ed in his kneeling down in repentance. 

Some time later he had another dream in which he 
saw me come to Baraga, and he told the Christians 
that he would see me again before he died! (At that 
time I was in a pastorate in Compton, California, not 
yet sure when I would return to Africa.) ‘The day our 
car got through on that awful bush-road and the 
Mossi Christians at Baraga nearly pumped my arm 
off, old Ba Mouri, bowed with age, his grizzly old 
face shining with joy, his voice quavering, welcomed 
me with the seemingly endless greetings of the old 
Mossi men. Turning to the group, old Ba Mouri mo- 
tioned to me and said, ““This is all like I saw in my 
dream; isn’t God true?” 

Old Ba Mouri had a premonition that his end was 
near, so he called his oldest nephew, a sinner, who 
would customarily have charge of the traditional 
funeral rites. He instructed him that they were not 
to leave his body to rot three days in the heat, as 
custom decreed. Nor were they to have the customary 
endless drumming day and night, nor the beer-drink- 
ing and nearly-nude dancing, with its attendant evils. 
They were to commit the funeral to the Mossi 
preacher for a Christian burial. 

Three days before old Ba Mouri died, another noc- 
turnal visitor foretold his death to the preacher and 
another Christian man. Ba Mouri died the third day. 
The messengers carried the news far and wide. 
Christian leaders washed and dressed the corpse. 
Willing hands dug the grave. The entire Christian 
group gathered to hear the reading of the Word in 
Mossi and the singing of Gospel songs, as old Ba 
Mouri had instructed. Clan leaders, sinner relatives 
and friends sat in a group by themselves with frus- 

trated helplessness. They were mortally afraid to 
violate the dead man’s last instructions, for they be- 
lieve sincerely in vindication by the spirits of the 
dead. What! No drumming? No drinking? No danc- 
ing? No screaming? No abundance of food? No mill- 
ing around?— How drab to them! But the Christians 
rejoiced over a soul forever safe in glory. They testi- 
fied and sang and preached and sang and testified. 
The all-night vigil was a time of joy to them, but 
boresome to the heathen who came to the funeral, 
because Ba Mouri was head of the clan and they were 
obliged to attend from fear of vindictive ancestral 
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spirits. But the reiteration of the faith and instruction 
of the dying old man left an indelible impression 

the minds of African animists, who are in closer tou 
with the spirit-world than Occidentals, so wrapp 
up in materialistic philosophy that they are callous 
to that realm. Seed was sown; it is being watere 
Some day we shall see yet more turn to the Chri 
who meant so much to old Ba Mour1, the clan he 
who forewent all the honors of a clan burial and a 
cepted the unpretentious burial of a Christian, “e 
teeming the reproach of Christ greater riches tha 
the treasures” of a clan burial; “‘for he had respe 
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unto the recompence of the reward. 


Mr. Wilkinson Retires 


House ~ 


Bible 
Library with Miss Hills, Dr. Beegle and Secretary Collyer — 


Mr. confers in the 


Wilkinson, right, 


At a recent meeting the Board of Managers of th 
American Bible Society adopted a minute expressing it 
appreciation of the life and work of Rev. Arthur H. Wilkin 
son, General Secretary of the British and Foreign Bibk 
Society, who is retiring after twenty-three years of notable 
service to the Bible cause, which extended far beyonce 
that given to his own Society. In part the minute reads: 

From the very beginning his warm heart and prophetic insigh 
saw the sister Societies of the British Society not as competitor 
or rivals, but as fellow workers with whom the closest cooperatior 
was desirable. It was out of this conviction that there came, firs 
in the conference on China in 1932 and then in the following 
years, the union of the work of the British and American Societie 
in the Near East, from Bulgaria to the Sudan; in all Sout 
America; in China and in Japan, with increased degrees © 
collaboration in other areas. ... Again, he saw this policy o 
union as paving the way for new national Bible Societies it 
several lands, thus calling out the investment of prayer ant 
service and resources by the national Churches and their mem 
bers. Out of this conception rose the new Societies in China 
Japan, Brazil and India. In the last of these he was particularh 
the architect and guide, laying foundations which will be ¢ 
the utmost importance in the future of that land. Still beyone 
this, he saw the vision of a fellowship of national Bible Societies 
which now has its realization in the United Bible Societies, witl 
its twenty-four member Societies. 
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MEMBERS’ FORUM 


nnual Membership in the SoCiety is secured through 
gift of $5 or more for the carrying on of its work. 
he Society also provides for Life Membership, Life 
irectorship and Memorial Membership. Particulars 
ill be sent on request. The editors welcome corre- 
ondence from members and devote this page in each 
sue to that purpose.] | 


rom Vernonia, Oregon: 
_1am enclosing money order of $5 and only wish it 
ere more. 
I enjoy the Record so much and pass it on to friends. 
| I received my calendar, for which please accept 
vanks. 


rom Dayton, Ohio: ; 

Enclosed is a check for $25 which will buy 315 
ospels of Luke in the new Hankul Korean, which, 
understand, are being used as textbooks in the 

outh Korean schools. 

Our sonisin the U.S. Marines and is to be shipped 

ut of the country, presumably to Korea. We would 

ke this literature to help build a Christian path be- 
re him and the other young men like him. 


rom Clinton, Washington: 
As we face a new year, I’m reminded that I must 
list again as an active member of the Bible Society. 
0 accept my offering of $5 for your great work. It’s 
y first offering as I look forward to a new year full 
f more service to Him and of more love and loyalty 
s I meet the needs of hearts day by day. 
May God make this a “bang-up” year for the 
erican Bible Society as it forges ahead in every 


‘During the recent disaster in Holland an old lady, 
aving been saved from one of the isles, came into 
Ye evacuation center, proudly showing the only 
hing she was able to save: her family Bible. 
One evacuation official reported that people on 
ery hand were asking him for Bibles during this 
me of tragedy. At least 1,400 people had lost their 
ves and more than 60,000 had been evacuated from 
eir homes. Secretary Van Tuyll of the Netherlands 
ible Society reports that the Society immediately 
arted delivering Scriptures to the evacuation centers. 
~The American Bible Society has dispatched $2,000 
assist in providing Scriptures in Holland. 
Much more money is needed. We know there are 
nany people in the United States who would like to 
elp the Dutch Society in its effort to provide a Bible 
r everyone who has lost his copy. The American 
ible Society will be happy to receive gifts to be-re- 
titted to the Netherlands Bible Society. 
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An annuitant living in Ardmore, Pennsyl- 
vania recently took out an additional $100 
agreement, in this case in behalf of his grand- 
son. He wrote: 

“Please date the agreement as of Bruce’s 


birthday and send future checks on that 
date. Please send for his birthday the proper 
papers from me, his grandfather, and write 
telling him that he will get the Record and 
an annual check as long as he lives.” 


From Lancaster, Pennsylvania: 

Please accept my hearty appreciation of your ef- 
forts to make the Record a voice of spiritual strength 
in an age which, in General Omar Bradley’s words, 
‘“‘has grasped the mystery of the atom but rejected the 
Sermon on the Mount.” I regret that the enclosure 
must be limited to such a mere token. God speed 
your work. 


From a Sergeant in the Engineer Corps in Korea: 


I was very surprised and happy to see in Pusan 
your Bible House. Keep up the good work. 


From Washington, Georgia (with a gift of $50): 

Please accept the attached check. Since being re- 
tired for injury from the chaplaincy I have often re- 
called how generously you assisted me by your con- 
stant gift of New Testaments. This is but thanking 
you again. 


From Hamilton, Ohio: 

Enclosed find a check for $14.50 from the Junior 
Department of our Sunday school. Their lessons the 
past three months have been on ‘“The Bible,” how we 
got it, its different translations, etc., so we chose this 
project to collect money to share the Bible with others 
through your Society. The children’s ages are nine 
through eleven years. 


From Cleveland, Ohio: 

Enclosed find a check for $35 to be used toward 
Braille Bibles. Ten dollars is given in memory of our 
late member, Mrs. F. K., who suffered long with poor 
eyesight but who bore her burden cheerfully without 
complaint. The twenty-five dollars is sent by my 
neighbors and myself in memory of my beloved fa- 
ther, now gone to his reward, who at the age of 94 
was blessed with good eyesight. He read his Bible 
daily. We hope someone will be helped to read and 
love the Word by our little offering. 


From Red Cloud, Nebraska: 

Enclosed find my check for $25 for your very 
worthy work. I have contributed to the Bible Society 
for many years. I am now 100 years old but I still de- 
sire to do my bit in sending God’s Word to all parts 


of the world. 
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450 Park Avenue 


New York 22, N. Y. 
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The next issue of the Bible Society 
Record will not appear until late in 


May and the first issue thereafter 
will appear in mid July. There are 
no issues in June and August. 


* x 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
APRIL 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Matthew 26:1-35 19 Sunday, 
2 Matthew 26:36-75 Romans 14:1-23 
3. Matthew 27:1-32 20 I Corinthians 
4 Matthew 27:33-66 331-23 
5 Easter, 21 I Corinthians 
Matthew 28:1-10 9:19-27 
6 Matthew 28:11-20 22 I Corinthians 
7 Psalms 1531-5 11:23-29 
8 Psalms 25:1-22 23 I Corinthians 
9 Psalms 37:1-9 12:1-13 
10° Psalms 84:1-12 24 I Corinthians 
11 Psalms 86:1-17 12:14-31 
12 Sunday, 25 IL Corinthians 
Acts 1:1-14 3:1-6 
13. Acts 5:17—32 26 Sunday, 
14 Acts 8:26-40 II Corinthians 4;1-18 
15 Acts 10:34—48 27 IT Corinthians 
16 Acts 22:1-30 5:1-21 
17. Romans 2:1-11 28 Ezra 7:6-10 
18 Romans 13:1-14 29 Nehemiah 6:1-14 
30 Zephaniah 1:14-18 
MAY 
Day Book Chapter Day Book Chapter 
1 Acts 4:1-22 17 Sunday, 
2 Acts 6:1-15 Ephesians 6:10-18 
3 Sunday, 18 Philippians 2:1-18 
Acts 7:51-60 19 Philippians 3:7-16 
4 Acts 93122 20 Philippians  4:1-9 
SD Acts 10:1—-33 21 Philippians 4:10-23 
6 Acts 12:1-19 22 Colossians 1;9-19 
7 Acts 19:23-41 23 Colossians 3:1-17 
8 Acts 20:1-12 24 Sunday, 
9° Acts 27:9-44 Exodus 3:1-14 
10 Sunday, 25 Exodus 14;:5-21 
Proverbs 31:10-31 26 Exodus 19:3-8 
11 Esther 4:10-17 27 Judges 7:1-14 
12 Ephesians 1:1-23 28 Judges 7:15-22 


13. Ephesians 2:8—22 29 Judges 14:1-20 
14 Ephesians 3:14—21 30 Deuteronomy 
15 Ephesians 5:1-16 6:3=15 
16 Ephesians 5:17-33 31 Sunday, 

II Chronicles 32:1-8 


The 137th Annual Meeting of 
the American Bible Society will 
be held in the chapel of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 7 
West 55th Street, New York City 
on Thursday afternoon, May 14, 
at three o’clock. The speaker fol- 
lowing the brief business session 
will be Dr. Eugene A. Nida, the 
Society’s brilliant Secretary for 
Translations. Dr. Nida will have 
just returned from fifteen months 
of travel which have taken him to 
Central America and the West 
Indies, South America, Microne- 
sia, Hongkong, Java, Burma, Ja- 
pan, the Philippines, England 
and Spain and among the Navaho 
Indians in our own land. He will 
bring the Society first-hand reports 
of the work going on all over the 
world in translating and revising 
of the Bible. Members and friends 
of the Society are invited to attend. 

* OK 

Niagara County Bible Society 

Just before New Year’s Day there 
came to the Bible House a check for 
$2,000 from the Niagara County 
Bible Society, whose headquarters 
are in Lockport, New York. This 
Society was formed in 1830 and is 
one of about seventy such -Societies 
scattered among twenty-seven states. 
Of these Auxiliary Societies about 
forty are more or less active in sup- 
port of the cause. The Niagara 
County Society’s gift was one of the 
largest received in recent years. 
Hearty thanks! 

* x 
A Beautiful Memorial 

Gifts amounting to $235.50 were re- 
cently received in memory of the lifelong 
services of Mrs. Lois Prugh Koester, who 
was at the time of her death President 
of the Piqua (Ohio) Female Bible So- 
ciety and had served as its de pository 
for thirty years. She was also a Life 
Director of the American Bible Socie ty. 
Her family had been represented in the 
local Society for ninety years. At the 
time of Mrs. Koester’s death the family 
suggested that in place of flowers, gifts 
for the American Bible Society might be 
made, resulting in nh generous gift. 


February Meeting of the Board 

A meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society in its one 
hundred and_ thirty-seventh year was 
held at the Bible House, 450 Park Ave- 
nue, New York 22, on Feb. 5, 1953, at 
he 30 p-m., Mr. Everett Smith in the Chair. 


Devotional exercises were conduct 
by Dr. H. R. Bowler. | 
The welcome news that Dr. and | 
Ralph Mortensen had arrived safely 
Hong Kong was received with thank 
giving and prayer. 
A first copy of the illustrated editic 
of Matthew was presented. | 
It was reported that a new edition . 
the Sermon on the Mount in both Ar 
cient and Modern Greek had been coni 
pleted, 205,000 copies being printed. 
Dr. L. K. Hall, being present for th 
first time, was introduced to the Boare 


x x 
March Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Manage 
of the American Bible Society was he 
at the Bible House, 450 Park Ave., 
York 22, on March 5, 1953, at 3:30 p. 
President Daniel Burke, LL.D., presidin 

Devotional exercises were condu 
by Rev. Alvin A. Ahearn, Ph.D. _ 

The Board learned with regret of 
death of Vice President James Lew 
Kraft and the following Memorial 
ute was adopted. 


JAMES LEWIS KRAFT 


The Board of Managers of the Amerie 
Bible Society records with sorrow the dea 
on February 16, 1953, of Mr. James 
Kraft, a distinguished layman who, sik 
1926, was a Vice President of the Soci 
Mr. Kraft became a citizen of this count 
in 1911 having come from a humble — 
of Canadian Mennonites. Six years lat 
perfected a method of processing chees 
which led to his rapid rise in the industr 
until he became the founder of the Krai 
Cheese Corporation. 

In church circles Mr. Kraft was an out 
standing leader in the field of GC 
Education. He was President Pro Tem ani 
Treasurer of the International Cow 
Religious Education, President and a Tru 
tee of the American Baptist Assem! 
Green Lake, Wisconsin, and at the : 
his death was Associate Treasurer of th 
National Council of Churches. He was 
many years a devoted member of the Non 
Shore Baptist Church of Chicago. 

For the last 25 years the exercise of 
Kraft’s consecrated principles for giving I . 
time, his talent and his money for the 
of Chri ist had a profound effect upon hi 
dreds of churches, thousands of minister 
of many denominations and countless = | 
men everywhere. 


x 


The Board approved of an emergene 
grant to the Netherlands Bible Societ 
to aid in supplying Scriptures to floo« 
refugees in Holland. 

First copies of the illustrated edition 
of the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark 
and St. John in English were presented 

It was reported that the Society ha 
distributed during 1952 over 13,369, 00 
volumes of the Scriptures. 


APRIL I 95: 


“Why Does It Not Circulate 
More Widely?” 


Mr. George Kladis, the Society’s Subagent in 
\thens, Greece, wrote early in the year as follows: 


‘The instances that come to our knowledge of how the 
sible has spoken to men’s hearts with power afford great 
encouragement to our work and make one realize the part 
layed by the Bible Societies in the reformation of indi- 
iduals by the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
he world. The cases of persons who have had some sort 
of religious education in the past, but who have not gone 
hrough any deep religious experience until they searched 
he Bible for themselves, reveal all the more clearly the 
s0wer of the Word in illuminating people’s minds and the 
sonsequent necessity of bringing the Book to them. 

In the prisons, where the chaplain conducts his Bible 
lasses among the inmates, the text for study one day was 


John 8: 31-32. *‘A discussion went on,”’ writes a prisoner, 
‘and emphasis was laid on the necessity of knowing and 
sractising the words of Christ and on their power to liber- 
ite a man from sin and error. This made a special im- 
ression on me. I am sorry that although I have now lived 
or thirty years and had read many other things, yet I had 
never read these divine words before. This Book had never 
ome into my hands. I wonder why it does not circulate 
more widely, so that everyone may easily find it and be 
nlightened. Perhaps it might then have fallen into my 
ods earlier and penetrated into my heart, which now 


moans under the weight of my sentence.” 


Gathered around the desk of Secretary David 
McGavin are his co-workers at the Bible House in 
“Hongkong. Second from the left is Douglas Lan- 
cashire, who is soon to take full responsibility for the 
Hongkong office when Mr. McGavin leaves for Scot- 
land for a well-earned furlough. Mr. Lancashire will 
represent both the British and American Societies at 
Hongkong. He was born of missionary parents in 
China. Left to Right, Wong Wei Shin, bookkeeper; 
Ko Lai Ha, stenographer; Cheung Yuk Ch’un, office 


JIBLE- SOCIETY RECORD 


Where the Queen of Sheba 
Got Her Pearls 


What do you do with your copy of the Bible Society 
Record when you have read it? Here is what one sub- 
scriber does. He writes from the town of Ras Tamura 
on the shores of the Persian Gulf in Saudi Arabia, 
where the Society, through its Bible Lands Agency, 
North, distributes the Scriptures in many tongues in 
the face of the prevailing opposition of Islam. He 
writes: 

Thanks for the Record, which I enjoy very much. Each 
time I finish with it I place it in the library. Out in the 
Persian Gulf is an island known as Bahrein. The history of 
this island goes back into the centuries, and it was from 
here that the Queen of Sheba secured her pearls. Bahrein 
is still noted for its fine pearls, and the industry still goes on 
in a very primitive fashion. But there amidst the dirt, sin, 
sickness and disease stands the American mission of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. Converts from Islam to Christi- 
anity are few and far between, but in spite of this the work 
of love and Matthew 10:8 goes on; and these people at the 
mission can do more with $5 than a diplomat could do 
with $500. Whenever I visit the island and see this mis- 
sion, I always stop and sing to myself that beautiful hymn, 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory, Towering o’er the Wrecks 
of Time,” because truly the cross does tower over time on 
this little island, twenty-five miles off the mainland of 
Moslem Saudi Arabia. At present there is no Christian 
Church in Arabia, and God does answer prayer. 


American Bible Society Directory 


President, Daniel Burke; Secretaries: E. M. North, F. H. Mann, R. T. Taylor; 
Treasurer, Gilbert Darlington; Secretary for Public Relations, F. C. Stifler; Secre- 
tary for Promotion of Bible Use, James V. Claypool, 35 E. Wacker Drive, Chi- 
cago 1; Secretary for Translations, E. A. Nida; Secretary for Visual Materials, H. H. 
Ragatz; Secretary, Work for the Blind, Miss S. R. Barrett; Assoceate Secretaries, 
Foreign Department, P. A. Collyer, Laton E. Holmgren; Associate Secretary, Home 
Department, Richard H., Ellingson. 


Heapguarters: Bible House, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y.; tele- 
phone, Plaza 9-4300. 


District Orrices in the United States: 116 South Salina St., Syracuse 2, 
New York; 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia 6, Pa.; 9 East Franklin St., Baltimore 
2, Md.; Central Nat’] Bank Bldg., Richmond 19, Va.; 85 Walton St., Atlanta 
3, Ga.; 123 E. 6th St., Cincinnati 2, Ohio; 47 South 9th St., Minneapolis 2, 
Minn.; 2233 Bryan St., Dallas 4, Texas; 1445 Glenarm, Denver 2, Colo.; 224 
McAllister St., San Francisco 2, Cal.; 325 Ramona St., Pasadena 1, Cal. 


Division Orrices oF THE HAVEN MEmMorIAL AGENCY FOR COLORED PEOPLE: 
56 Gammon Ave., S.E., Atlanta, Ga.; 10 W. Leigh Street, Richmond 20, Va.; 
5424 Woodland Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio; 1825 Hall St., Dallas 4, Tex. 

Freip Orrices: 4956 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 39, Pa.; 1504 Arrott Bldg., 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa.; 307 Baptist Bldg., Dallas 1, Texas; 1435 G Street, N.W., 
Washington 5, D.C.; 220 Wm. Howard Taft Rd., Cincinnati 19, Ohio. 


Depositories located at same addresses in New York, Atlanta, Chicago (35 
E. Wacker Drive); Dallas and San Francisco. 

Foreicn Acrnctrs located in: Havana; Mexico City; Crist6bal, Canal 
Zone; Lima, Peru; Bogota, Colombia; Caracas, Venezuela; Santiago, Chile; 
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Istanbul, Turkey; Cairo, 
Egypt; Manila, P.I.; Bangkok, Thailand; Hongkong; Tokyo, Japan; Pusan, 
Korea. 

Cooperating Bible Societies in New England located in: Portland, Me.; 
Concord, N.H.; Burlington, Vt.; Boston, Mass.; Providence, R.I.; Hartford, 
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Build. 
A BETTER 
TOMORROW 
BY WHAT 
YOU DO 


TODAY! 
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YOU—yes, you—can help make this world 
a better place to live in by facilitating the 
worldwide distribution of the Bible—and 
at the same time make your own future 
more secure—by purchasing an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement. 


In this way you not only receive the 
peace of mind which comes from a gener- 


bs sie ésure Richer Life for Others with 


ous lifetime income; you also enjoy the 
untold satisfaction of knowing that your 
money goes to spread the Word of God 
wherever needed. 


Investigate this Christian Plan which 
gives you SAFETY, SECURITY, SAYV- 
INGS in income tax, and supreme SATIS- 
FACTION, all at the same time. 


Write today for the interesting booklet, A Gift That Lives 


AN 

MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY WITHOUT FAIL! INCOME 
Seroe TY RT Ice TR, Ue SCALE Ebi: Wo omental aaa ASSURED Sauer 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY e - 
| 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. H 
| 
1 ' 
Please send me without obligation, postage prepaid, the illustrated 
i booklet 534BSR, A Gift That Lives. 
| 
eee 1 
b) Se EL eee \ 
T ibe at 
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